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Outline

• Introduction
• Personal Interactions

�

Wives
�

Children
�

Neighbors

• General Public

Personal: Relationship w ith Wives 
(1)
· Equitable 

�

Helped in house work. Aishah narrates that, 
“He used to be in the service of his family, and 
when the time for prayer came, he used to make
wudu and go for prayers” (Muslim)

�

Approachable. His wives were known to feel 
comfortable enough to argue and disagree with 
the Prophet (SAS). 

�

Khadijah supported him emotionally and 
financially when things were toughest
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Personal: Relationship w ith Wives 
(2)
· Loving and affectionate

�

Aishah recorded that, “After I ate one part of the meat 
on a bone, I used to hand it to the Prophet (SAS), who 
would bite the morsel from the place where I had bitten. 
Similarly, when I used to offer him something to drink 
after drinking a part, he would drink from the place I 
had put my lips” (Muslim). 

�

Aishah is known to have stroked the Prophet’s hair, and 
he would often lie in her lap for relaxation 

Personal: Relationship w ith Wives 
(3)
· Devoted

�

Amr ibn ‘As once asked the Prophet which 
person he loved most in the world, expecting 
him to name a heroic warrior. Surprisingly, he 
quickly replied, “Aisha.”

�

After Khadijah’s (RA) death the Prophet 
grieved a long time. His aunt Khawlavisited 
the Prophet and noted that he appeared sad and 
lonely, which distressed her greatly

Personal: Relationship w ith Wives 
(3)
· Devoted (cont’d)

�

Aishah (RA) reported, ‘ I was never more jealous of 
anyone more than her (Khadija).' Once when
Khadijah' s sister Halacame to visit the Prophet (SAS) 
and called from outside for permission to enter, he 
trembled, being reminded of Khadijah . . . ‘ It must be
Hala,” he said. Aishah said, ‘Why do you keep thinking 
of that elderly women who has been dead for so long 
[Khadijah], when Allah has given you such good 
wives?' ‘No, no, no,” the Prophet answered, “ I was 
given no finer wife than her. She believed in me when 
everyone else belied me; when they denied me, she 
became Muslim; when no one would help me, she was 
my help. I had my children from her.” And he asserted, 
‘Allah gave me my love for her'
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Personal: Relationship w ith Wives 
(4)
· Partnership in work

�

He turned to Umm Salamah for advice in how to deal 
with the companions during the Treaty of Hudaibiyah

�

Muslims used to be instructed by PMSAS that if they 
had any religious problems while he was absent from 
Medina, or needed any information, they should go to
Aisha for advice

�

Hafsa was known to have been strong willed like her 
father Umar, and at times argumentative. Instead of 
focusing on her weaknesses, he focused on her strength 
of character by given her the written text of theQur'an
for safekeeping, which was the standard and authentic 
text of theQur'an to which all copies were compared to 

Personal: Relationship w ith Wives 
(5)
· Partnership in relaxation

�

Aishah (RA) reports that there were Abyssinians 
playing with spears in the Prophet's Mosque.  The 
Prophet encouraged them by saying, "Carry on, O Bani 
Arfidah," and asked her "Would you like to watch?" 
and standing there with her until she herself became 
tired and went away

�

Aishah (RA) narrated that while she was on a journey 
along with the Apostle of Allah (SAS): I had a race 
with him and I out ran him. Then I had a race with him 
again and he out ran me. 

Personal: Relationship w ith Children 
(1)
· Devoted, Loving, & Tender

�

Anas ibn Malik relates, “ (The Prophet' s infant son)
Ibrahim was sent to the suburbs of Madinah for 
nursing.  He (the Prophet) used to go there and we 
would accompany him.  He entered the house (of the 
wet nurse), and it was filled with smoke, since the 
foster father was a blacksmith.  He took him (Ibrahim) 
and kissed him, and then came backº

�

The Prophet kissed Hasan while al-Aqra, a companion, 
was sitting beside him.  At that al-Aqra said, “ I have ten 
children and I have never kissed any of them.º The 
Prophet glanced at him and said, “The one who is not 
merciful will not be shown mercy.º
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Personal: Relationship w ith Children 
(2)
· Playful

�

The Prophet used to line up his cousins Abdullah,
Ubaydallah, and Kuthayr (the sons of his uncleAbbas) 
and ask them to run towards him saying, ªwhoever 
wins the race I' ll give him so and soº They would come 
running, jump to hug him and he would kiss them.

�

Abu Hurairah reports that the Prophet would take
Hassan' s hands and put Hassan' s feet on his own feet 
and would tell him to ªclimb upº

�

Once when the Prophet was carrying Hasan on his 
shoulder, a man said, ªYou are mounted on a fine stead, 
boy!º The Prophet replied, ªAnd he is a fine rider!º

Personal: Relationship w ith Children 
(3)
· Prophet (SAS) reminded us ªA father gives his 

child nothing better than a good educationº
�

Ali reported that Fatimahad corns in her hand because 
of working so hard. Fatima went to ask the Prophet for 
a servant. Instead she found A'isha and informed her (of 
her hardship). When the Prophet was informed he came 
to visit Fatimaand then said: May I not direct you to 
something better than what you have asked for? When 
you go to your bed, you should recite Allah-o-Akbar
thirty-four times and Subhanallah thirty-three times, 
and alhamduliAllah thirty-three times, and that is better 
than the servant for you.º

Personal: Relationship w ith 
Neighbors
· Kind & Generous

�

The Prophet said, "Whoever believes in Allah and the 
Last Day should not hurt (trouble) his neighbor.º

�

Example of the Jewish woman who used to through 
garbage and thorns in the Prophet' s path. When he 
noticed it had stopped for some day, the Prophet asked 
about the woman. He was told that she had fallen sick 
whereupon he visited her to inquire about her health. 
The woman was surprised, given her previous behavior, 
and accepted Islam.
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Public: Personalized Content

· Personalized content according to where each 
companion was in their development

�

Bukhari records that ªA man came to the Prophet 
(SAS) asking about Islam, and he asked what prayers 
are obligatory upon me, and the Prophet (SAS) said 
the five daily prayers, so the man said what fasting is 
obligatory upon me …etc. The man then said By him 
who bestowed His grace upon you I will do nothing 
less and nothing more. The Prophet (SAS) said ªHe 
will succeed if he is indeed truthful.º

�

However, when Abdullah ibn Umar stopped making
qiyam-ul-layl for a few days, the Prophet said, 
ªAbdullah ibn Umar is a very good man, I wish he 
made night prayers.º

Public: Personalized Interaction

· The Prophet personalized his interactions to the 
extent that each companion felt he was 
extremely important

· The Prophet' s akhlaaq, along with the message 
he carried, attracted people to Islam. 

�

Empathy which lead to generosity
�

Patience leading to gentleness
�

Optimism resulting in motivation
�

Appropriate use of humor
�

Sense of justice reflected in the degree of trust

Public: Empathy

· Empathy leading to generosity
�

Once the Prophet saw a poor man, who was in bad 
condition. When he saw this sight, tears rolled down 
from his eyes and he was upset. He then gathered the 
Muslims and delivered a very persuasive speech, 
encouraging them all to donate whatever they had for 
the man. The money collected for the man was so much 
that he immediately became rich due to the generosity 
displayed by the Muslims. 

�

Ability to connect with others around you, and enable 
you to become a more sensitive person and a more 
effectiveda' iee 
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Public: Patience

· Patience leading to gentleness
�

Patience is faith in action.  The Prophet showed us that 
patience is the practical application of faith in the 
unseen, and hope of what is possible.  Patience is an 
active process, which realizes that in order for a vision 
to become a reality it must go through a process. 

�

Numerous examples: the companion who urinated in 
themasjid, the man who spoke during salah, or the 
people of Taif who ran him out of town 

Public: Optimism

· Optimism resulting in motivation
�

Al Bara'a reported that during the Battle of the Trench 
when the situation did not look in favor of the Muslims, 
the Prophet took his spade and struck the rock uttering, 
ªIn the Name of Allah, Allah is Great, the keys of Ash-
Sham are mine, I swear by Allah, I can see its palaces 
at the moment.º On the second strike he said, ªAllah is 
Great, Persia is mine, I swear by Allah, I can now see 
the white palace of Madain.º And for the third time he 
struck the rock, which turned into very small pieces, he 
said, ªAllah is Great, I have been given the keys of 
Yemen, I swear by Allah, I can see the gates of Sana'a
while I am in my place.º

Public: Humor

· Use of humor
�

Occasionally used humor as a way of relating to others
�

An old woman once came to the Prophet asking if 
there were old women in Jannah. The Prophet 
answered: No. The old woman began to cry (fearing 
she would not enter Jannah). The Prophet called her 
back and clarified that when people are in Jannah, they 
will be in a youthful state.
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Public: Justice

· Justice reflected the degree of trust
�

Prophet' s nick name was Al-Amin, the ªtrustworthyº
�

Interesting to note that in Makkah even during the 
period of fiercest opposition to the Prophet and Islam, 
when people were calling him a liar, magician, crazy, 
etc., they would still entrust their valuables with him

�

To the extent that when it came time for the Hijrah, Ali 
stayed behind to return all the valuables that had been 
entrusted to the Prophet

Summary

· Richness of seerah, important to understand 
from various perspectives

· ªAnd verily you (O Muhammad) are on an 
exalted (standard of) characterº and the Prophet 
said ªI have been sent only for the purpose of 
perfecting good morals.º

�

Good akhlaaq commands respect and attracts people 
to the person as well as the message.

�

Psychological studies: people listen to those who are 
trustworthy, competent, and attractive (physically or 
socially)


